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DEPARTMENT FOR CURRICULUM,   

LIFELONG LEARNING AND EMPLOYABILITY  

Directorate for Learning and Assessment Programmes  

Educational Assessment Unit   
 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2021 – Follow-Up Session 

  

YEAR 11                          ENGLISH LANGUAGE              MARKING SCHEME  
 

Half marks are  to  be  rounded  up  only  after  the  global  mark  has  been arrived  at 

(e.g. 55½ = 56). 

 

A. Read the following and fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verb in 

brackets. The first one (0) has been done for you. 

 Accept shortened forms e.g. hadn’t                   10 x ½ mark = 5 marks 

 

1. began 2. had been digging 

3. to lift 4. was excavating 

5. were taken 6. has been unearthed 

7. are working/have been working 8. will provide 

9. had not been discovered 10. would not have been inspired 

  

B. Fill in the blanks with a word formed from those in brackets. The first one (0) has 

been done for you.                                            10 x ½ mark = 5 marks 

 

1. permanently 2. unprofitable 

3. decision 4. consultation 

5. director 6. behaviour 

7. ongoing  8. numerous 

9. trading 10. strategic 

 

C. Fill in the blanks with ONE word. The first one (0) has been done for you.  

                                10 x ½ mark = 5 marks 

Accept any other words which are logical and grammatically appropriate in the 

context.  

 

1. celebrate/mark 2. up 

3. plate 4. from 

5. attract 6. a 

7. fiction 8. and 

9. only/last 10. between 

 

 

 

Track 3 
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D.  Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first one. 

The first one (0) has been done for you.                     5 x 1 mark = 5 marks 

 

1. The washing machine was bought two weeks ago (by Martha). 

2. Tim asked if/whether he could have a look at the manual. 

3. No matter where Martha looked, she couldn’t/could not find the 

manual (anywhere). 

4. Martha promised to be/that she would be more careful from then on. 

5. If Martha hadn’t/had not been careless, she wouldn’t/would not have 

lost the manual. 

 

COMPREHENSION 

 
Read the passage, which is on a separate sheet, and then answer the following 
questions.  

 

1. Tick ( )  the most suitable title for the passage.            1 mark       

 i)      Has scuba diving changed during the pandemic? 

   ii)     Is underwater travel a threat to our oceans? 
 iii)    Is the future of travel underwater?  

 iv)    How can scuba divers be educated?  

                                                                                                    

2. What is a ‘bommie’?                     2 x ½ mark = 1 mark 

• It is a miniature habitat  

• Like a tiny underwater island 

 

3.  ‘the Great Barrier Reef won me over completely’ (line 6). What TWO things made 

this happen?                2 x 1 mark = 2 marks  

• A giant manta ray passed by gracefully 
• A turtle swam by 

 

4. By focusing on line 1 to line 12, list FOUR facts about the Great Barrier Reef.             

     4 x ½ marks = 2 marks 

 Accept any 4 of the points below: 

• It contains Heron Island 

• Famous for Bommies 

• Found off the coast of Australia 

• It is the world’s largest coral formation 

• It contains a vast variety of ecological habitats and marine species. 

 
5. What TWO things did the writer and the other people on the boat have in common?       

                    2 x 1 mark = 2 marks  

• They were attracted to the Great Barrier Reef for the same reasons. 

• They all understood the importance of preserving its precious 
environment. 
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6. In not less 50 and not more than 60 words, explain how underwater tourism 

has been successful in attracting people to marine sites.   

• New attractions such as an underwater hotel, an underwater 
restaurant and underwater art galleries 

• Opportunities to obtain diving certification to be able to dive onto 

wrecks, swim with whales and turtles and do caving 
• Trips in glass-bottomed boats in resorts 

• Seawalker experiences for people without diving certification to be 
able to dive using a glass helmet 

• Private submersible rides such a Deepflight 

 
Marks are to be awarded as follows:  

6 points x ½ mark = 3 marks  
2 marks for cohesion  

2 marks for accuracy  
No marks to be awarded for coherence and accuracy unless at least 3 of the points 
are included.  

1 mark is to be deducted from the total if the summary is longer than the indicated 
number of words.  

 
7. In what way has underwater tourism made scuba-diving adventures more 

accessible?             2 x ½ mark = 1 mark 

• It has brought scuba-like adventure to people who are not skilled 

divers or swimmers. 

• It has given the opportunity to those who do not have the means or 

time to get diving certification. 

 

8. What TWO pieces of evidence does the author include to show that underwater 

tourism has been around for quite some time?                    2 x 1 mark = 2 marks  

• General use scuba gear was invented by Cousteau in 1942. 
• PADI has issued 27 million diver certificates since 1967. 

 

9. In your own words, explain why the writer means by “exclusive up-and-close 

experience” (line 39) of the private submarine rides.         2 x ½ mark = 1 mark  

Both “exclusive” and “up-and-close experience” need to be explained. 

Exclusive – a private experience that is open only for the ones paying for 
the ride. 

up-and-close experience – there is only the glass dome separating the 
riders of the sub and the underwater world 
outside, making it more intense. 

 
 

10. According to the writer, in what way has the Covid-19 pandemic helped?       

       1 mark  

There was evidence of an improvement in the marine environment when 
the world was in lockdown. 
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11. How are diving centres and research centres collaborating towards the same aim?           

                                                                                       2 x ½ mark = 1 mark  

Diving centres: highlight the threats to the marine environment 
Research centres: showcase their research on the effects of these threats 
e.g. plastic waste and reef destruction  

 

12. What do the following words refer to in the passage:         4 x ½ mark = 2 marks  

a) it  (line 2)  bommie 

b) its (line 11)  belonging to/ of the Great Barrier Reef 

c) them (line 33) divers of the Seawalker experience 

d) These (line 35)  submersible rides 

 

13. Between lines 20 and 42, find a word which means:        4 x ½ mark = 2 marks 
 

a) innumerable               countless 

b) change                shift 

c) qualification certification 

d) streamlined sleek 

 
14. State whether the following are True (T) or False (F). Give a reason to prove 

whether each statement is True or False.                         4 x 1 mark = 4 marks  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
a. The writer had never dived before he went down to see the Great Barrier 

Reef. 
 False because he was a reasonably experienced diver. 

 

b. The smaller submarines offer at least two advantages for the environment. 
 True because they are quiet and battery-operated. 

 
c. Private submarine rides are affordable. 
 False because they carry a hefty price tag/ they are out of reach for 

many. 
 

d. The responsibility of monitoring underwater tourism lies with private 
companies and governments. 

 True because they both need to manage these sites in an 

environmentally friendly way. 
 

15. Tick () the best answer:                   1 mark                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

The writer’s intention in writing this passage is to: 

 i. inform readers about the benefits of underwater tourism. 

 ii. attract more tourists to the locations mentioned in the text. 

 iii. make readers aware of the dangers of underwater tourism. 

 iv. persuade readers to try out new experiences underwater. 

 

                                                                                                        30 marks
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COMPOSITION 

 

Writing Marking Scheme 

Year 11 Track 3  

(based on 30 marks)  

Excellent – very good Good - average Below average - weak 

 5-4 3-2 1-0 

Task Achievement and Relevance 

(5 marks)     

Task is fully achieved. 

Text type features are appropriate. 

Content is completely relevant. 

Task is partly achieved. 

Text type features are mostly 

appropriate.  

Content is mostly relevant. 

Task is hardly achieved. 

Text type features are 

inappropriate. 

Content is not relevant. 

Organisation and Linking 

(5 marks)     

Paragraphs are well-organised and 

cohesive. 

Effective use of linking words. 

Paragraphs are adequately organised 

and mostly cohesive. 

Adequate use of linking words.  

Paragraphs are poorly organised 

and hardly cohesive. 

Poor or no use of linking words. 

Vocabulary  

(5 marks)    

A wide range of vocabulary is used 

appropriately.  

Good use of register. 

 

A moderate range of vocabulary is 

used mostly appropriately. 

Adequate use of register. 

A limited range of vocabulary is 

used hardly appropriately.  

Poor use of register. 

 10-8 7-4 3-0 

Grammatical accuracy 

(10 marks)   

Grammatical structures are widely 

varied and accurate.  

Accurate use of punctuation with the 

occasional minor error.  

Grammatical structures are adequately 

varied and mostly accurate.  

Adequate use of punctuation. 

Grammatical structures are limited 

and mostly inaccurate. 

Poor use of punctuation which 

hinders communication. 

 5-4 3-2 1-0 

Spelling  

(5 marks)   

Spelling of low-frequency words 

mostly accurate with the occasional 

minor error.  

0 mistakes = 5 marks 

1-2 mistakes = 4 marks 

Spelling of low-frequency words fairly 

accurate. 

3-4 mistakes = 3 marks 

5-6 mistakes = 2 marks  

Spelling of low-frequency and 

high-frequency words mostly 

inaccurate.  

7-8 mistakes = 1 mark 

9+ mistakes = 0 marks 


